'}Cff;;g?‘ff Water Supply District of Acton

693 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
P.O. BOX 953
ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01720

District

TELEPHONE (978) 263-9107 FAX (978) 264-0148

Board of Water Commissioners
Meeting Agenda

Monday, December 21, 2020 @ 7:00 PM

This is a video conference being held using Zoom

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86043419457
Or iPhone one-tap :
US: +13017158592,,86043419457# or +13126266799,,86043419457#
Or Telephone:

Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 301 7158592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or
+1 669 900 6833
Webinar ID: 860 4341 9457
International numbers available: https://usO02web.zoom.us/u/keaX6lqdXC

Comments from Citizens

Approve minutes from meeting of 12/7

Approve minutes from Executive Sessions held on 10/5 & 11/2, and release minutes as public record.
Appoint one Commissioner to approve warrants while conducting meetings virtually

o ©0 O O

NEW BUSINESS:

e Request from property owner at 960 Main Street-Rear
e Discuss postponement of the 2021 Annual District Meeting due to anticipated COVID-19 Pandemic
restrictions
» Meeting date is currently March 17, 2021

OLD BUSINESS:

e DRAFT Budget for Fiscal Year 2022 (FY '22)
e Update on Per- and Poly-Fluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)
e Update on proposed solar projects

EXECUTIVE SESSION— To discuss strategy with respect to litigation as an open meeting may have a

detrimental effect on the litigating position of the District

Agenda posted on 12/16/2020 12:23 PM



Board of Water Commissioners
Meeting Minutes
Acton Water District
693 Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, MA
Monday, December 7, 2020

AGENDA

A. Comments from Citizens
B. Approve Minutes from Meeting of 11/16
C. Appoint one Commissioner to approve warrants while conducung meetings virtually

D. NEW BUSINESS: e Sl

1. Authorize Order of Taking of Utility Easements for Parcels at 533 "Main Street & 20 Jasmine Circle
Related to the New Central Acton Water Treatment Plafit (CAWTP)

2. Review DRAFT Budget for Fiscal Year 2022 (FY"22)

E. OLD BUSINESS:
1. Update on Proposed Solar Projects
2. Update on Per- and Poly- Fluoroalkyl Substances (PFA%

EXECUTIVE SESSION— To discuss :.t}'amgy With respect to 11ﬁgat10n as an open meeting may have a
detrimental effect on the litigating position ~@f~the Blsir-lul

Present at Tonight’s Meetifigs \ & &
Commissioners: Erika Amir-Lin (’Chau} ‘;tephemSjuqtﬁ Eau y@k@s&g
District Manager: ChrisAllen i 0 -
District Treasurer: Mary JaBates ~ © \
District Counsel: Mary Ba-;%“e'gt ' TS
Environmentdl Manger: Matthew Mest(iﬂer . W

Commissfoners Secretanyslynn Pmta.sownl\] Y

Fm.mc&CQmm ittee: ChuC‘k adley Bﬁwld Butler m(mthlem and Bill Mullin

Citizens: Kn‘n Kaxtens .\1 '

Due to the C owd Wsta_\, -at- home fder by Govemor Charles Baker, the Board of Water Commissioners
meeting was not heﬁdgjnhe Acton Water District Office, instead the meeting was held via Zoom Webinar.
The meeting was called“{;o 01 der at \7‘0" PM on Monday, December 7, 2020 by Ms. Erika Amir-Lin.

A. Comments from szens. L

Kim Kastens spoke and informed the Board that she on behalf of Green Acton attended a quarterly Zoom
meeting at EPA headquarters back in October. The citizen groups that are invited to attend have to have a
specific “ask”. Her specific ask that she brought to the meeting was that the EPA should be more
transparent with the WR Grace site specifically with reuse with WR Grace site. She did get response from
EPA. They just verified that they plan to have a public stake holders meeting in February 3" via
Microsoft Teams. Green Acton was invited to send potential stakeholder names, so they sent along the
Commissioners and Acton Water District, so watch for an invite. She is not sure of time. Ms. Amir-Lin
asked Kim what the format will be. Kim mentioned that they will have several presentations followed by
Q&A (i.e. history of site, current status of the remedy, recent data, and plans for solar array). Green Acton
asked for another section on development beyond the solar array. She also informed the Board that Green



Acton formed a working group around the WR Grace water reuse and Ron Parenti (past Commissioner) is
in the working group.

B. Approve Minutes from Meeting of 11/16/2020.
Mr. Stuntz motioned to approve the minutes of November 16, 2020. Mr. Rosen seconded the motion, and
it was unanimously approved by a roll call vote: Mr. Stuntz, Mr. Rosen, and Ms. Amir-Lin.

C. Appoint One Commissioner to Approve Warrants While Conducting Meetings Virtually.

Mr. Stuntz moved to appoint Ms. Amir-Lin as the Commissioner to approve warrants while conducting
meetings virtually. Mr. Rosen seconded the motion, and it was unammously approved by a roll call vote:
Mr. Stuntz, Mr. Rosen, and Ms. Amir-Lin.

D. NEW BUSINESS:

1. Authorize Order of Taking of Utility Easements for Parcels at 533 Main Street & 6 Post Office Square
related to the New Central Acton Water Treatment Plant ((*AW TP). Y

Counselor Mary Bassett stated that the Board of Commissioners GKCXCHES their authority to take a
property by eminent domain. She has sent out 30-daginatices to the owners'@fithe properties advising
them that they had a meeting in November to discliss the order of taking and mf@rning them that on
December 7, 2020 the Board of Commissioners w L\amgelmg to authorize the ordémol taking. There are
two separate orders of taking to be authorized this ev ening 5 533 Mﬁm Street and 6 P@,st Office Square.
Both properties we are not taking a fee umderlying ownersh ip.of the property, all we are taking is a non-
exclusive utility easement. The pmpu’tles have.been surveyeds 6 Post Office Square - 699 square foot
easement area and at 533 Main Street has'836 squiare feet easelfretl area. Counselor Bassett read the
Orders of Taking for the Commissioners, dﬁdnlhn.y‘ﬁ‘ﬁaﬂ‘ichcd t&t‘&mght s packet.

omam‘@l saward damages sustained for

mallaf'ﬁ;;aﬁ\gmved by a roll call vote: Ms. Amir-

wr

$4,900. Mr. Rosen secofided the maﬂ@n and it wa§=1.|n
.&U‘ﬂ.n b

Mr. Stuntz moved to take 883 Mdin. Street prol’l‘@ﬂg b\gg 2

Lin, Mr. Stuntz, and I"‘A

Mr. Rosen moved to take 6 T’Qs; Offide S uare (also I\‘ own as 20 Jasmine Circle) property by eminent
domain andmxddanmuw sustaitied for $2.500. Mr. ‘?ﬂg&u seconded the motion and it was
unammq@ly‘ﬁppmvéﬂibga roll L‘?IIMJ Slunlz“'Mt, .B..osc?ﬁ‘ and Ms. Amir-Lin.

2. Rev wn"BRAFT Budget ;uf*@muf rom 2022 (FY ’22)
Mr. Allen qumen shmed the dl"i‘ﬁ“buduet f' ibito display so that folks could review and discuss.

Highlights: 2

1. Long term } i We’ve bge 'informed that the Central Acton Water Treatment Plant (CAWTP)
will be enterm <into, perg 1t financing through the MA Clean Water Trust in April 2021.
Originally, it was exf gﬁ&"{ﬂo be in 2022,

2. Related to operations'afithe CAWTP there will be increases in the Chemicals line item and
Lights/Power/Fuel line item to accommodate the increase in electrical demand from the new
facility and the additional chemical use due to higher flows from the plant.

3. Health/Life Insurance is proposed to be supplemented from OPEB account this year at $66k.

Mr. Rosen had one question regarding the solar array — besides the revenue from the lease, are we getting
any energy credits out of this that we can apply towards our electrical bills? Mr. Allen stated that energy
credits will be in the reduced purchase price for supply and will impact the lights/power/fuel line item in
the budget. We don’t know when this will happen and not accounted for in the budget due to the
unknown commissioning date of the Lawsbrook array.



Ms. Amir-Lin was curious about the change in the funding deadline and going over to the permanent
financing for the Central Acton Water Treatment Plant. Ms. Bates stated that the explanation from the
Trust was more than 50% of the funds will be drawn by April and at that point it is eligible for permanent
financing. The District asked if we could push it off until October 2021 and they were not amenable to
that request. She is working on the Trust to try and get them to push it out.

The Commissioners have no other general questions on the draft budget at this time.

Mr. Chuck Bradley asked for more clarification on the Short-Term Debt and Long-Term Debt numbers.
Ms. Bates will send him a breakdown on those.

Ms. Bates mentioned that the debt fee has to go up to $78 (it's cuntly at $57). She needs to have a
discussion with the Finance Committee about perhaps raising th€ debt fee sooner but not raising it as
much so we can smooth out over 6 quarters because we had grigimally anticipated not taking on
permanent financing for Central Acton until some other things\ere paidhoff. Mr. Rosen asked how far
would we have to get the long-term debt pushed out todower that increase fiom $78 down to $60? If we
could get them to roll it, one quarter further out woy d :il_r_.a'l'low us to do that? Ms. Bates stated that the
original projection was for them to put pum’uu.nt;ﬁnﬁﬁx.ino October which nteais our first payment
wouldn’t be until FY2023. And that would give us bppauunm to pay off all our'shert-term debt and
Knox Trail debt. She is in conversation with the Trust. g]’ie is congéried that if it g0€8into permanent
financing, we have committed to spending.all that money and, 1]1!51&‘0“.-.1 is only half\\'ay done. She is
doing everything we can to try and get fha:t pusht.d back. %

stated that this is a firm number and will not chm;;:e el \\

h P ©E
No other further que st%gil_ﬁ.and willibe.up for dis@%iggﬁggﬁf n atthemext meeting.
E.OLD BUSINESS: «° ‘i' \'“vg 4
1. Update on Proposed SfJM?,I’Jq;ecm h
Mr. Allen vatded anrupda{e Bﬁ'_' apaseti’salknr rOJeL{'BI Em.losed in the Commissioners packets is an
‘ om EDF, ger. The main issue is the Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PIL ()Tf) It’s taking a IOTT'EIIIDO to ﬂ'e]; settled but smmda like they are close. They resolved the real
property taXissue and is nuwﬂj‘e per sortal property tax that is to be determined, and both are included in
the PILOT, bﬁf unknown on thévﬂtﬂounl aH ‘¢ould impact lease revenue. EDF is willing to take on $45K,
which was the Gﬁﬁml proposal. hh)thmg above that will be deducted from annual lease proceeds so
supplemented by tfie income whlcpt;w;}u[d typically go to the District which is unfortunate. We have an
Alternative On Bill @i‘adu Agreement (AOBCA) that we are negotlatmg with EDF for the Lawsbrook
array which would redu@.mn kujamn hour (kW/hr) purchase price by one cent ($.01) per kW/hr.

Mr. Rosen asked Mr. Allen wha. Buh Greenblatt is. She is the Consultant that the town hired to negotiate
the PILOT with EDF. He understands the motivation for the town to get as much as they can out of the
pilot. His concern is that someone thinks the pilot value is 2x more than anticipated. Either they did a
terrible job at estimating or Beth Greenblatt and Jessica Wall of Anderson-Krieger, the Town Counsel,

are just trying to maximize revenue for the town. The District is also trying to get as much out of the lease
as we can. So, our purpose of is to try to offset increases in rates to the rate payers and giving the rate
payers as much water as we can at the best price as possible by reducing our expenses and increasing our
revenue. So, if the town trying to increase our expenses it is a circular argument. There is something
wrong with that. He feels that we need to get the message out to the Selectmen about this issue. We are, in
effect, taxing each other and probably costing the taxpayers more money.



Kim Kastens — she wanted to add that the taxpayers are the same people as the rate payers and it’s coming
out of the same pocket. The Town has signed up a set of sustainability goals and this is the time for them
to brag about how they are making progress towards these goals. Strong argument with the District’s case
to bring to the Town. Ms. Amir-Lin asked Kim is she knows if there is a specific item in these
sustainability goals related to promoting solar for municipal entities. She does not know but will find out.
Mr. Rosen would like to speak with Jim Snyder-Grant and explain to him the circular taxation model that
they are trying to put into place. He doesn’t think that the Selectmen will feel good about this and will ask
Jim to discuss this with Jon Benson. Mr. Rosen will get back to the Board about his discussion with Jim
at the next open meeting on December 21%.

2. Update on Per- and Poly-Fluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS). _

Mr. Allen provided an update on PFAS. The District is getting rez u.iy o begin additional pilot testing at
the North Acton Water Treatment Plant (NAWTP) to determingdthe cause of an unexpected pressure
buildup on the media during the PFAS pilot testing in buplunberf();:{ebu Test piloting as stopped for
now. The test pilot for Altra Water from Canada just concluded . They I, be leaving their process
containers on site at the NAWTP into next February, atfleast. We’ll be meeting with them soon to discuss
the results of the test. ‘

Mr. Mostoller stated that all water being served to Ltistﬁmers is believed to be h clow, the state Maximum
Contaminant Level (MCL) of 20 parts per trillion (ppﬂ Mass DLEP lias begun doma@ data review for
quality purposes. The District has been giving them data. th:ngprc.ue“ in under«.hﬂtgmu what data is
usable and what is not. Moving to a monthly treated water regim 1€ for 2021 for any sources over 10 ppt.
The MassDEP may have available funds bm: not €lear on that. ’f‘he latest data is from the period between
10/26 and November 18) — the South Acton Rlant’ Wﬁwal]y repr ebéuts 45% of available capacity was
below 20 ppt; the Clapp WhllLOI'ﬂb plant was$ beJow d“'et@il:len‘hmlta _theNorth Acton plant continues to
not serve water to our cust@mers: centinue w |tT¥smal§ testing. its: ptcnna“iu@i‘ture use in supply scheme.

Anticipate by Decem bpr nn\"f_xﬁve some addltﬂanqj. : p(ﬂms fe shate for the NAWTP.

Customer outreach — ther’*&f’ﬂ be an up&ﬂte to the we tg in the next week or two to reflect new data and
changes in PFAS tntupretaﬁ@n ithat the state has com&out with in regard to a new subgroup — medical
dlagnosed Q@mpl‘anfl’is:s immu ne. sysﬁem haﬁaeen addt.c[ ‘[?3 thls subgroup.

He merlt,mned the Globt ihqg:h. that ramen DecembE‘r il** regardmg the presence of PFAS compounds in
the insectigides that mmqmmtcmatml hﬁq{ds use in the state of Mass and that research that has been
ongoing overthie summer montﬁs Based on some of the increases from Spring to Summer there is a
possibility that’ ﬂnsunav be a IEd{aﬂ_ﬂ Jll the spl‘ka(nﬂ of our data.

Kim Kastens: there df"é people withh@G ‘Green Acton who have been very concerned with insecticide spraying
and will be discussed at“@ur uu\t @j@{en Acton meeting.

Her recent communication w [ﬂt}EPA, she also got the PFAS data from super fund sites that were sampled
in 2019. If the District will be able to comment on whether the two superfund sites are a significant source
of PFAS to the District wells? Mr. Mostoller stated that based on the data we have seen from the
superfund sites; it doesn’t appear to be a major contributor to the PFAS concentrations in our South Acton
wells. At the Assabet well field we see a gradient going from the SW to the NE where the highest
concentrations seem to be in the SW, and they tend to go down as you go closer to the Grace site.
Relative to the School Street Wells both the Lawsbrook and Scribner Wells tend to have lower
concentrations with the notable exception being the Christofferson well more likely there is a source that
is West of that we’ll field (septic along School street or ongoing activities along Craig Road). Based on
our knowledge the water is not coming from the Route 2 direction. He has mentioned to Chris Smith at



the EPA is we would like to see another round of PFAS on the super fund sites if not increased number of
sites. They have only looked at known source areas which is where they focused.

Ms. Amir-Lin motioned to adjourn regular meeting at 8:32PM. Mr. Stuntz seconded the motion. Ms.
Amir-Lin moved to go into Executive Session at 8:33 PM to discuss strategy with respect to litigation as
an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the District. The motion was
unanimously approved by a roll call vote: Ms. Amir-Lin, Mr. Rosen, Mr. Stuntz.

O




Chris Allen

— == == = ——ee
From: Peter at MLSLincolnWestonRealty <Peter@MLSLincolnWestonRealty.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 22, 2020 5:21 PM
To: Chris Allen
Cc: Peter at MLSLincolnWestonRealty
Subject: SPECIAL REQUEST FOR YOUR DECEMBER 7TH, 2020 AGENDA
Follow Up Flag: FollowUp
Due By: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:30 AM
Flag Status: Flagged
Chris Allen
Acton Water District
693 Massachusetts Ave.
Acton, MA 01720

(978) 263-9107 » FAX: (978) 264-0148

Dear Chris,

Thank you for your suggestion for me to submit my request to your Board for presentation at their
upcoming meeting of the Acton Water District to be held on December 7th, 2020.

As you are aware, | have been hired by Elizabeth Parsons, Manager of RMBDN LLC, owner of 960
Main Street Behind and 960-962 Main Street Behind both properties of which border the land currently
owned by the Acton Water District, to sell those properties along with one additional parcel in Westford
which is contiguous to these parcels.

Through my original research with the Town | was informed that these properties were developable
and therefore | had begun showing them as a natural course of my duties as a real estate broker.

Recently, however, one of the highly interested potential buyers, in performing his due diligence,
contacted the Acton Planning Board and was told by them that this land was undevelopable. The
explanation he was provided was that there exists no legal road frontage for these parcels of land and
therefore they could not be developed. Obviously, this presents an impossible situation for RMBDN
LLC in terms of not only not being able to sell the land but having a developer also clean up the DEP
ABC Rubble pile required by a consent order from the DEP as well as cleaning up the rest of the
property and converting it into a respectable and beautiful development site for the Town of Acton to
be proud of as opposed to what it is now.

I know from our discussions Chris, that the Acton Water District would be highly amenable to this lot
being cleaned up and developed so that it is safe and clean for the harmony of the area.

The Planning Board has told me that if the Acton Water District were willing to allow their frontage on
Main Street to be used for the purpose of any given proposed development which may be acceptable
to the Town, then they would consider the land developable. This would require the Acton Water

District to sign off on that aspect of the developer's plans for approval of the Planning Board and the
Town.



Therefore, | am herewith requesting the support of the Acton Water District to further and make possible
our shared goals to develop this land and provide RMBDN LLC with a letter that |, as their real estate
broker, could use to convince potential buyers that this land is indeed developable with the cooperation
of the Acton Water District permitting use of their frontage on Main Street as a catalyst to that their
approval. With your agreement to allow usage of your frontage on Main Street for this development
purpose, we should be able to solve this "developability" and therefore, salability problem. Please ask
your Board to consider my request and if they have any questions, to please call me directly at (781)
235-7727 or they may call Kristen Guichard at (978) 929-6631 for specific instructions and details on

how this frontage plan would work. This way your Board can structure the letter correctly and in
accordance with the Planning Board's requirements.

| and Mrs. Parsons thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. We respectfully await

your reply after your December 7th Board meeting. In the interim, we wish you all at the Acton Water
District a Happy Thanksgiving!

Most Cordially,

Peter Gottlieb

MLSLincoln Realty

25 Colpitts Road « P.O. Box 722 » Weston, MA 02493 (781) 235-7727
145 Lincoln Road ¢ P.O. Box 373 « Lincoln, MA 01773 » (781) 259-1771
Telefax: (781) 272-8777

e-mail: Peter@MLSLincolnWestonRealty.com
Website: https://MLSLincolnWestonRealty.com



