
 

 

Board of Water Commissioners  

Meeting Minutes  

Acton Water District  

693 Massachusetts Avenue, Acton, MA  

Monday, February 28, 2022 

 

AGENDA 

 

A. Comments from the Public 

B. Approve minutes from the meeting of 2/7/22 

C. Appoint one Commissioner to approve warrants while conducting meetings virtually 

 

E. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Per- and Poly-Fluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 

➢ Current sample data, if available 

➢ Update on the American Rescue Plan (ARPA) Act Funding from the Town of Acton for the 

Design of PFAS Filtration at the North Acton Water Treatment Plant (NAWTP) 

2. Follow-up Discussion on the Presentation from the Friends of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail 

3. Update on Central Acton Water Treatment Plant (CAWTP) Project 

4. Discussion of the Presentation of the Warrant Article for the Annual District Meeting on 4/13/22 

 

F. NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Extension of the COVID-19 Pandemic Provisions of the Governor’s Executive Order for Holding Open 

Meetings. 

 

 

Due to the Covid-19 stay-at-home order by Governor Charles Baker, the Board of Water Commissioners 

meeting was not held at the Acton Water District Office, instead the meeting was held via Zoom Webinar. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM on Monday, February 28, 2022, by Mr. Barry Rosen. 

 

Present at Tonight’s Meeting:  

Commissioners: Erika Amir-Lin, Barry Rosen (Chair), Stephen Stuntz  

District Manager: Chris Allen  

District Treasurer: Mary Jo Bates  

District Counsel: Mary Bassett  

Environmental Manager: Matthew Mostoller  

Commissioners Secretary: Lynn Protasowicki  

Finance Committee: Bill Guthlein 

 

Public Attendees: 

Kim Kastens 

 

A. Comments from the Public 

No comments this evening. 

 

B. Approve Minutes from the Meeting of 2/7/22 

Mr. Rosen motioned to approve the minutes of February 7, 2022. Mr. Stuntz seconded the motion, and it 

was unanimously approved by a roll call vote: Mr. Stuntz, Ms. Amir-Lin, and Mr. Rosen. 

 

C. Appoint One Commissioner to Approve Warrants While Conducting Meetings Virtually 



 

 

Mr. Rosen motioned to appoint Barry Rosen as the Commissioner to approve warrants while conducting 

meetings virtually until the next meeting of the Commissioners. Ms. Amir-Lin seconded the motion, and 

it was unanimously approved by a roll call vote: Ms. Amir-Lin, Mr. Stuntz, and Mr. Rosen. 

 

E. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Per- and Poly-Fluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) 

➢ Current sample data, if available 

➢ Update on the American Rescue Plan (ARPA) Act Funding from the Town of Acton for the 

Design of PFAS Filtration at the North Acton Water Treatment Plant (NAWTP) 

 

➢ Current sample data 

Currently serving water to the public is the South Acton and North Acton Water Treatment Plants. The 

new Central Acton plant is intermittently supplying water during normal working hours (9-3PM). Work 

continues on the instrumentation and controls. We have been manning it over the weekends to get more 

water in  system storage. We continue to use North Acton intermittently at a lower rate. South Acton is 

running at about ½ its capacity due to annual preventive maintenance on the supply wells. Samples for 

January and February have been in compliance for both treatment plants at around 17 parts per trillion 

(ppt). 

 

➢ Update on the American Rescue Plan (ARPA) Act Funding from the Town of Acton for the 

Design of PFAS Filtration at the North Acton Water Treatment Plant (NAWTP) 

Mr. Allen stated that he received from the Town of Acton a questionnaire related to the request for ARPA 

for remediating PFAS at the North Acton Treatment Plant. He submitted the questionnaire back to the 

Town. He and the District Treasurer participated in a risk assessment interview with the town’s 

consultant, Clifton Larson Allen (CLA). It seems that they have been hired to manage the ARPA funding 

disbursement for the town. It will be managed as a grant, where we would submit invoices, they’d then be 

approved, and paid. Originally, the consultant said it would be a reimbursement process. The funds that 

we were currently approved for were for the design of the permanent PFAS filtration system for the 

NAWTP in the amount of $450K. The next step in the process is the town will give us an application to 

fill out for approval. He is awaiting the application.  

 

Erika Amir-Lin: Was there a final answer on the structure of the reimbursement question. Mr. Allen 

stated that the woman they interviewed with from CLA thought it was expense reimbursement , but then 

she corrected herself and said it would be more typical grant process, as aforementioned.  

 

They have not said when they will start dispersing. 

 

2. Follow-up Discussion on the Presentation from the Friends of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail 

Mr. Allen wanted to follow-up on the presentation that Paul Malchodi from the Friends of the Bruce 

Freeman Rail Trail presented before the Board at the last meeting with some configurations including a 

path that connects Lawsbrook Road to the School Street fields. They proposed path cuts right through our 

property in the vicinity of the Christofferson Well. He wanted to caution us on considering that model. It 

would limit the District on the use of that property. We have done some replacement well exploration in 

the vicinity of where that trail proposed to go. We are considering that while fresh in our minds and 

wanted to get this on the record and have a discussion.  

 

Stephen Stuntz: his proposal just cut right through our property. Chris Allen: it would cause severe 

limitations on a relatively small parcel that is bordered by residences to the west on School Street and the 

Fort Pond Brook to the east. It is not a large sliver of land. 

 

Erika Amir-Line: a good concern as once it is there it can’t be undone. 



 

 

 

Barry Rosen: it’s nice for the trail (keeps away from the road) and makes it direct connection to the fields 

but it also creates artificial limits to the Water District’s use of the property. He would lean more toward 

not having to ask people to undo things. 

 

Chris Allen: Wanted to plant the seed as we have just seen the proposal. So that next time they come to us 

we are all on the same page with our concerns.  

 

Matt Mostoller: There is the issue with limitations on a potential Christofferson well relocation and then 

there is also the bridge structure at the southern property which would be a substantial undertaking; 

there’s a 30 ft elevation change from where the trail would traverse our property up to Lawsbrook Road 

which would all be in the wetlands. He has been tapped to be on a working group with the Town to 

represent the District’s interest about this new trail.  

 

Barry Rosen: do we need to give Paul a response now? Matt Mostoller: no not at this point.  

 

Kim Kastens: requesting to please put a copy of Paul Malchodi’ s map of this proposal in the meeting 

document package so that the public can preview it. 

 

3. Update on Central Acton Water Treatment Plant (CAWTP) Project 

Mr. Allen stated that we are pumping it intermittently. Certification letter from MA Department of 

Environmental Protection (MA DEP) is enclosed in the Board’s packets. The backup generator has been 

tested, and certified. The Fluoride tracer has been conducted and is pending submittal to MA DEP, so we 

are waiting on disinfection requirements. Pumping the facility to the system at a rate of 300 gallons per 

minute. Quality has been good. Mineral content has been low. Iron non-detect, manganese has been 

mostly in the .0005-.0006 parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per Liter (mg/L). Our operators getting 

use to running the facility. Certified as a grade Treatment 2 (T2) facility so our operators have the 

appropriate level of license to run the facility. PFAS levels were at 5.92 PPT (first samples taken) and we 

will continue to sample for PFAS at the required interval, which, at this time, is monthly. 

 

Barry Rosen: what do we do with the backwash? Chris Allen: Backwash is recycled but waste is trucked 

out. 

 

Kim Kastens: when you truck the waste away where does it go and what happens to it? Chris Allen: it 

gets trucked offsite, and this type of waste can be typically can be mixed in with other organic material 

and reused in agriculture. It’s basically inorganic solids. Kim Kastens: if it is inorganic why is it good for 

farming? Chris Allen: they mix it in with organic loam and becomes a compost material that can be 

reused in agriculture. Matt Mostoller: he hopes that for this waste stream it will go to a regular wastewater 

treatment plant, which is most likely.  

 

4. Discussion of the Presentation of the Warrant Article for the Annual District Meeting on 4/13/22 

Mr. Allen had a conversation with Counselor Bassett last week. She had asked if the Board would like a 

Consent Agenda for the Annual Meeting Warrant? This would combine perennial Articles that come out 

of Surplus Revenue. Barry Rosen: would be in favor of having a Consent Agenda. Counselor Basset 

stated that the Consent Agenda would include Articles 7-11, which require a majority vote. Stephen 

Stuntz: these are common articles that we can explain very clearly. 

 

Other Old Business: 

 

Mr. Allen spoke with Attorney Lou Levine on Friday regarding Powdermill Place. This property is up for 

sale and the new Developer, Wood Partners, is thinking about purchasing it. Attorney Levine is 



 

 

representing the original owner. He would like to meet with the Board to discuss the project. He is 

supposed to be providing Chris with a letter prior to the meeting that states his desires. The project was 

originally discussed in 2017.  

 

Mr. Allen will invite him to the March 14th meeting and will press him to provide an overview of what he 

would like to discuss with the Commissioners. 

 

F. NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Extension of the COVID-19 Pandemic Provisions of the Governor’s Executive Order for Holding Open 

Meetings. 

Enclosed in tonight’s packet to the Commissioners is a summary of the extension of the COVID-19 

pandemic provisions of the Governor’s Executive Order for holding open meetings virtually through July 

15, 2022 (they were due to expire in April). The Board can hold a hybrid style meeting or keep them 

completely virtual. The Board decided to continue the meetings virtually until July 15. 

 

 

Mr. Stuntz motioned to adjourn the open meeting at 7:45 PM. Ms. Amir-Lin seconded the motion, and it 

was approved unanimously by a roll call vote: Ms. Amir-Lin, Mr. Stuntz, and Mr. Rosen.  

 

Next meeting: March 14, 2022 


